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Find Useful Education, Literary Criticism, Sociology & Science 
Articles Using “CSA* Databases” 

What’s In 
CSA? 
 
25 databases, 
including: 

ERIC 1966-Current.  Indexes education-related journal articles, reports, & more. 
GeoRef 1693-Current (North America coverage); 1933-Current (Worldwide coverage) 2.6 million 
references to geoscience journal articles, books, maps, conference papers, and more.  
MLA International Bibliography 1926-Current. International index to over 4400 periodicals 
& many books on literary criticism, language, folklore, & linguistics 
PsycInfo 1806-Current. Indexes 1800 journals, book chapters, & more, related to psychology. 
Sociological Abstracts 1952-Current. Indexes 1800+ periodicals, books, book chapters, 
dissertations & more  on social structure, inequality, social change, social problems, etc.

Why Use 
CSA? 

To find scholarly materials on many research topics (e.g. articles, book chapters, etc.). 
 

Get Started • Start at the UCLA Library home page: http://www2.library.ucla.edu/ 
• Pull down the Search & Find menu, click Article Databases, type a database name  
     (e.g. PsycINFO) & press enter.

Search • Type search words in the boxes & click Search. 

Find More • To increase your results, use fewer search words or use a truncation symbol. 
              Example: Film* searches for all words that start with film, such as films and filming. 
 

Still not enough? 
               Drop the quotations and put search words on different lines. 
               Switch or add databases by clicking on Specific Databases. 

Find Less • To decrease your results, use more search words. 
 

Still too many? 
               Set search limits at bottom of first search screen.   
                    Example:  Limit by date range, to journal articles, and/or to English only. 
               Switch or drop databases by clicking on Specific Databases. 
               Use search limits (may differ from one database to another). 

Evaluate 
Results 

Sift through results to find the most useful items by answering these questions: 
 

□ Who wrote it? (Expertise)          □ Is it an article, book chapter, or dissertation? 
□ When was it published?             □ Click on the title to read an abstract. (abstract=summary) 
□ In which publication did it appear?    

Display 
Useful 
Results 

● Pick a useful item. 
● Click View Record to see more information about the item. 
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Focus 
Results 

• From the Record View, select 1 or more Descriptors (official subject words) and click Go to 
search for items on that/those topic(s). 

Get  
Articles 
FOR FREE 
Online 
 
   OR 
 
 in the 
Library 
 
    OR 
by Request  
 
 
 
 
… Try It! 

• Select an article and click on    to get to  
o complete articles (full-text) 
o UCLA Library Catalog, MELVYL Catalog (all UCs)  
o Request (to ask the Library to get you a free copy).  

 

 
 

Print,  
Email, or 
Download 
Citation 
Information 
 
… Try It! 

• To save or email citation information, check the box to the left of a citation, click Save, Print, 
Email, and fill out the form. 
 

 
 
TIPS!!!  To email a list of article citations & abstracts (summaries), use CSA “Save” & “Email.” 
              Use   to email a complete article, if it is available online. 
 

 


