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Compendex is a comprehensive interdisciplinary engineering database.  Compendex combined with the Engineering Index Backfile has 
coverage from 1884 to present and the database is updated weekly.  Choose Compendex from the “Find Articles and Conference Papers...” 
list on the SEL home page < http://www.library.ucla.edu/sel > 

QUICK SEARCH 
HINTS 
 

Use synonyms, 
truncation (*), 
Autostemming  
 

AND, OR, NOT      
(OR inserted between 
terms by default) 
 

“Author Affiliation” 
searches only the 
affiliation of the first 
author of each article.  

EASY SEARCH is the 
best place to start if you 
want to use the refine 
results feature. 
 
Click on Easy Search 
tab, enter keyword. 
 
* Refine results by 
clicking on the links 
under the listed subject 
headings.  
 
Under Search Results 
click the  to delete the 
term 

 

 
 

 

SEARCH EXAMPLES 
 
Author Search Example 
(last name, first name) 
stewart, jon 
stewart, j. d* 
stewart, jo* 
 

 
 
fuel* = for fuel, fuels, fueling 

 
 
for wireless networks, networking 

 
 
for jon, john, or jonathan stewart 

SEARCH RESULTS 
 
Click “Abstract” under 
the citation to read 
summary of article. 
 
 

 

*



Questions?  Contact the UCLA Science & Engineering Library reference desk at 310-825-3982, or email sel-ref@library.ucla.edu 
 
Credits:  Kane.UCSC 7/29/05; modified UCLA 2/08 

SEARCH HISTORY 
 
Too Many Results? 
• Combine searches 

using set numbers. 
• Add Limits  
 
Too Few Results? 
• Broaden terms. 

 

 
 

RETRIEVE ARTICLE 
 

 
 

After examining UC-
eLinks, click “Close 
this Window” to get 
back to Results. 
 

 

 
Articles from journals not owned by UCLA can be 
requested using Interlibrary Loan, at: 
 
http://www2.library.ucla.edu/service/ill.cfm 
 

PRINT, EMAIL OR 
SAVE CITATIONS 
 
Find Results Manager 
at bottom of results 
page.  

 

 

 

CREATING ALERTS 
 
New users, set up a 
FREE personal account 
for greater control over 
your searches. To set up 
a Personal Account, 
click Register. 
 
Click My Profile to 
manage alerts and saved 
searches. 
 
Registering gives access 
to: 
• Weekly Email Alerts  
• Save Records  
• Save Searches  
• Create Folders 
 

 

 

Check box for Email Alert 


